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“;;, s ' One often hears the statement, "This is not tank country”,

X lpplﬁd to rough or mountainous terrain. Tenks can be used in nny terr~
ain 1f the neced for thein‘ is great gnoué;h vto ;gake the expenditure of time
end labor proﬂtable. v'rhe‘tmk oan e menuevered into some position from
\M.oh it can fire 1nt.o alnoat. any apot on the earth that an enemy would |
elect to defend if sufficient time u allovod for reconnaissances

'The basic concepts and prlnci.plos ot the use of n.rmor. -p«d of
‘ mﬁuever; tremendous fire power, violonoo, and nhoc.k nctinn are the some .
_ whether 1n rough, mountainoua country or levol and gontly rolling country.
The differences are minor changes 1n to&hnique o*“ employment, . diot.atcd by :
~ the terrain and the fact the offiosrs probably fight tho torrain hnrdor
't.hm the enemys, |
_ - The 1rnit.ed upuoo that is. pusahlo to tanics generally reduce th. .
:mher thst my be omployod. An amorod diviaiou would look quite redie-
ulom of.rung out. tlong q mount.ain road right.ing on e one or ‘two tank f'ront.::f‘h' -
Omo mpn.ny of’ tanka wﬂh ntaohmenta on a givon routo or roul is, ordin-:_ , |
| _‘.uuy. ‘m best emp1oymm 0y oompany g:l.voe good, tas |

. ”10;1 and adminim-
: " - itrauvo contml and provi.&n u lw tmka ,.s oun hv uqod 1n moaf. qitcumu-

..' :,.; . L

i ‘qtmeop.

ot

‘l'anke should uot be naignod the danimmt vffomive or def‘onaivo

role 1n mountainoua arena. Thi.s rolo ﬁhould go to the 1nﬁntry \d.th tankh

.l.tuchOd for ‘supporte Thio lupport may 1noludo their use as & major strik-
ing foroe for limited objadt.ivcs when the opportunity prounta itself but
the 1nf'antry must be prepared at all times to press on alone when dif‘fioult'

terraln delays or temporarily halts the progress of the tanks. ,Inf’antry
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muot gg;ze a bridgehead aoross serious obctacles,FEngineera can then
fprapgfe»a déroesing for the tanks. - |

Mountains offer a great variety of naturnly obstaclos and .
nusierous places vher‘e movement is restricted to such an extent that eff-
;ec‘tiv"o m.n-—made‘ obstacles §an be prepared, Hajdr Os Je Madden, ocommander
of the armor attached to the 10th Mountein Division during the atteck on
M. r3e1vedex-e in Italyj\t"'k+eeﬁaﬁa1, aaldo fronm tho etornally reatri otive
' ’f,errain, tho armor was delayed by mines and demolitions"+(*1) This calls.
for extensive use of enginéer'tro‘opa. Since the demand on cﬁvisioml
engineera is always heavy, it i:e ‘advisable to obtain ﬁheae troépa f‘rqa'
'oorpq engineer units. .

The 760th Tank Jettalion operated for about two nonthe in 19#4

. 'with a company of the 19th Engineer Regiment. attacheds An engincer phtoon -

" was uub-cttp.ched to ench medium tank companye The engm*ere were paroelod

‘ out 1n th!,l mnner 'bocauaa tho battalion had the threc uedmm oonptnus

7

) attaebod to diffbrmt r'gllontal oonbat. tnna ‘with the batta.lion h“dqwtorl
‘ m& ligm nn‘k mpuny undct divnlg& oon'orol. The medtum ompanios actaehod
mir tanlqdqur ta the mgimor plqtmn which groaf.ly moreued tho phtoon'u
N qmozonq m& mmma' diuot. radio cmmuum. This sot-up meterislly |
o spodod up t.ho adianco of the t.ank oonpt.niea and embltd them to give ‘more

} »“'oqptinuou- snpp.n to:the infantry, |
MOat of' the work’ done by the engineorn for the advanmmt of

armor will be of value i:n t.ho movement of suppiiel. On the other hmd, the

‘movcment of 1a.rge numbers of tanke over nerrow u.nd often t.hinly aurt‘aoﬂd
‘1. Hajor Ou Ja Madden, "Report of Action = Mts Belveders Attack", USA=1653
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mounfaihlroada often weakens thoae_roads.ao much the movement of supplies
ie 1mpﬂded. |

Civiliana can aometimoa be used to good advaniage in combat
_ ‘;ieta. The road between La Spesia and Genoa, Itnly winds ~lonr the coast
‘ througb jaggod, barren magses of ignaoua rock that rise BQVeral thousand
fbet abruptlyﬂout o the Mediterranean. Through a nunbor of fortunate oir-
oumi;anoon, the ?orman.Army was not able to defend these hills-vith any .
atrenyth nndAhaatlly organizeid tesm of one tank compsny and & motorizod
battalion of infantry was able to naka the entire dietanco in two daya.
About 1500 hours the first day, the foroe was halted by e lgrge crater in
the rgaﬂ. The crater was spproximately fifty feet lonp and thirty feot |
~ deep, and on one side of the road the mountein ascended in a vertiesl eliff,
on tb& other side was an almoet equally abrupt drop of one hﬁndrod-feeto ‘It,v
' utn"aéar*a small town end not‘iovered by fire, so nnny'civiliané came out. té.”
soe uhat uou!d hlyptn. The one tankwdoger -u. incapable of doing any hlng

about the crttory which was blasted out of -olid rock, and the engineor

.;“bumoun m boon m outdietanceds The sun of £1lling the hole by band - %'

" 1ookdd liko a hopolc-l Job but sboud one hundrod civilian men, women, and

' .chiliron and &s ‘wany aoldier( uure put o “ork earrying ‘the blaatod-out

E frdlk ‘baok 1nto the orsters In In hnur thg firet tank tried it lnd mado it.
; :B.fbro dark the enginaors had . the ro;d pcutable to trucks,

ik The Germans uore oontinually surprised at the places the American
tihks'could”get %0 in vorld war IIs Thia»fa;lure to snticipate and prepere
adequate de“oﬁsd against armor in theee places cost them ﬁt least one mujor

defoat when leneral Neorge S. Pattoh‘nade hie classic break—thfbugh the
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Eiffel Forest and many minor and local defeatso.
One notable example ses the battle for Terrseina during the Sth
Army's "march on Rome"., The mountaire come out to meet the sea at Terracina
and drop precipitously from s height of 650 foet to the water's edge &t the
oasten oxtremity of the citye. m road entering from the Ameﬂoan pide or
altom side was cut 1nto the oliffc On top of the hill, Ht. 'feodortoa,
whioh ovoerlooked the sea, was Palpmino: "‘oodorioa, which the enemy used as
_ar; artillery OFj end rising behind that, the mountains stretched higher and
"l;ifgher. Northwest of Terresocina abput twenty milos h;.ostho southern éndA:of |
the Anzio Beach=head and the Germens elected to hold here to prevent _ﬂio N
nain body of the 5th Army from joining with the Anzlo forces. They put a
deep crater in the road af; a point where it was impossible for t{mkg‘t.o, ,
' bypa.u it and covered it heavn\v by fire. They put a strong infantry foroe
on Teodorica a,nd the curroundmg hills and aat Aom in their holes to: ualb
| a The mﬁmry -md wm roached ‘the road block st tpproximabely
- ,,omofou 22 My xgu, m an om-y Whot had been fired simee tho ‘previous
o mm Quue o hrgo group: of tankers, mf-.nt.rymn,ang onginnr- o S
- ummﬁ nrouni thoi;'lhr to seo’ what oould be done about 1t sud t.h-n the :
onmy oponod up. whem dum came it gm fomd that the road was. oonrod ly e
inipors in the hille for “Swo milu baolu ‘on the other oide of the rocd na
’btho sea, Attempts were nade o t‘i.ll tho erater during the day ot‘ the m a
but to no avails Two t.u&a that M’iod t.o oovar the engineex'" offorta wore
%dout in the road i ch mrt.her bloohod 11'.. On the morning of the Z)rd,

two detemi.ned infantry attacka on” Toodori.oa mre repulsed,

()




' ,"the mountain n i poi.nt Mo 1t dmod very a.bmptly 1nto ﬂho ua uﬁ

- .

In the m@nti.zp Lt. Ool. Swift of the 43th Engineer Battalion
discovered a atrotch }:f the encient Via Appia that lio'ad up to the top ‘of
Teodorica. The ancient ﬁornana, without dMite, -f‘ound it easicr to build
their roads over the ma_\_mt.ainé than through them, This old ;ri.\i.n of é. road
wes not on the ﬁ;p and Qus barely discernable on the grdund. A 1ight tank
',oanpany equippod with M5 tenks was alertqd t.o attack up t.his road e,nd oa.pt.ure
the mounteain, 'L'orraoim lay di.rom.ly at the foot of this mountaln and beyond
that were the Pnntine Harshes and t.he boginning of the rm. land uimuhr to‘
tha Anglo buoh-hoad

The ongineore commenced work imediat.ly eloarmg uﬁd mpmvmg
the old Romun rod. The tenks otn.rtod up uf‘t. ar about four hourl of bun-
dozer and dmnuon work by the engincers. The lead to.nk throw e tmok
at a point whon 11‘. was Mpoaaible to by~pads it so a.n ang.meer bulldosor. e
which was -t111*¢houd. pushed the tank almost over the oliff. At abogg-_jL
1700 on 23 May f.lw tl.nka ﬂmlly reached the. top. o
,ﬂd m t.c be & emsll phtuu wi.th two lu-go. strongly

oonat.ruoted R stom hounl on tho puucul ordpx- nnd a umatery. la Donbﬂ.. -

-One of the houau us Paluw maoriu whioh " on the highnt M of

dlnctly above the ro‘d blpokf qn thq, mdorn road inta 'rﬂ'uclm The othor
hauee wa.s L;Wanﬁ uf. on m vu Appia Antioca whioh was quit.o distinﬂ.
on the platesu and vas direetly fn front o7 the tankss
* The ﬁrat platoon fanmd m and formed a ban of firo. 'rho
‘hnr two platoann movad to the lef‘l md right spraying the rocks wﬁh

machine gunse The lat Platoon.mqyeq!.qp to La Casina. The small arme fire

from there was heavy and the 37mm guni. which were the heaviost‘ armament

. )



Carried on the M5 tanks, did no apparent demare to the heavy walle. A

platoon of 4 t.anxa reacned the top at thie tim2 and their heavi r 75mm

gtma‘lmoc tod gmat holes in the walls of la Ceasina and qu:.c’ ly 311"‘1‘100& ‘

the opposition therc. The M4 tanks then turncd their. ;uns on Is‘ala.«_:‘mo

Teodorica while the light tanks sprayed the rocks and conmtryuidﬂa\ in

- ger.mz‘lalo | _

| Within oﬁ hour tho mo;in“!;h ms“éémfletoly' secured,. Aftox- such
a stubborn defonse, a counterattaok’ m oxpec‘ed a.nd as it was nea.rly

dnrlf, tho 1nf‘antry dug in and reorganized. The - emmy put an intense o.rt~- :

B 1110ry conacntra.tion on t.he Rill durinv the m.pht but tho countﬁr-attack

did not mterialiso. Under cover of darlrneaa and the arti llery, the onemy

all thhdt“ from ’I‘eracma and the noxt. dax mrland oonta.ct WAS mado vit\h .

v

tho Am!.o Bench»houl. -

.' m Gcmana mro 80 wtain t.hat tanks could novcr get ab. tm
on Mount Tibdorfoa thu.t t.hey did not hava thoi.r i.ndivim nuti.tlmk waponl.
buaolm qmd mmuet.,: vd.th ‘t.hqn.- They railad even ,:.‘to"‘_get artillery

“.
e

-umn ’1:1 Muo. Aa a nsﬁlt. 'han to.nku dm zet onh'g,bo’?"hountnin, they
Lo ‘@a '

-g_;_,;‘ftm janlg mll arns anl namr ﬂro uhuh did no damga. The vnounta.m

N mptm‘od nj.ﬂwut tha ‘hn or q m or inﬁmﬁrymn axcopt t’or those
. ml’ L” '."”’”" in "" *W P!‘oﬂwa nu infantry cttemta. |
me' “"‘1*"” "‘“ b inflicted upon the encmy wh!y he ie

P

- surpr!nod and umt off gunfd» An uteuating example can be fo\md in the .

at?.aok on Albnmta Houae near Oan‘lno. Ttalys 4t tho height of' the uttqpka

“on Gnaaino ih F‘ebrmx'y 1944, a Britia‘n Indian 3apper unit built a road undor ‘

sover of darlmesa part way up Monte Caseino, overlookmo the towns A plnn

was developed to send an 1nfantry force reinforced by e lig-ht Lanic company

- (6)
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up this ro#te. with their objective, Albanete louse.

Ooionel Devon reports tha'oxpofienna of one tank crew of this
foi-ai in detail. (*2) He attributoa t.hem wih kuling 50 to 75 enom}n
'l‘he tank oommandor, Sgte Lawrenoe H. Custer, atatea, ;""-“ just ag I got
to the top and could look down the way for xuybo sovonty fue yards, 1 ren
over a mine..«.ss whon the amqu and dust clqarod any, 1 had my head out
u‘to&ng and saw & mule train ooming up the trail, Th;re were a lat éf
Gomana with the train and T let. looae with the machine gun and sleo with
‘tﬁe 37m. They were all standing otill looking at the t,l.nk, anparently
with lots of surprise and it took them awhile t.o realme we wore their
enemy. By that time I had . gotten at least 15 of them and 5 or moro;(ot‘,tho
wlca.;" | : £

Sgr.. Ouster stayed with the disabled tan!: dispito tha fub i&t
an oneny ar&lllery battery was in pos:.tion only 300 yards away and msmua
n:mg until lﬂ.e munittm - a8 exhauotsd. He and one other membd 1"‘ '

'_ orew were suoommlly mcuod b: o.not.hoc light ttnk. |
This- aﬂack m rdpulaed ahd d‘up oi‘ the princmle nuond "

= the inability of tho " ngm uu\u to upgmut.o the roush terrai.n \f.‘cthout
.thronnv off tracko. 'rcn ci‘ tho omntem unks that mad. f.ho &tuuh were

Ioat, :1" thru 'omccc, tuo booamc stuok, tm h:.t. minu, and oﬁc vat

- knodmd out by an mutank gun. ‘rhe proaont tmck with oontor guides han

3 pz‘ovan much more effective ond o{‘ﬂoiem. If this attask had been mede with

‘ 32‘0 hnks, whioh ‘had not, tnon heen developﬁd it e possible only three

hnﬁ- mght ha:ﬁ‘e beon lozt md tha superior fire power of the TSmm gun might' g

\

2, Ool. Devare, AGP Observer, "The Attack on Albarete House" [Js}.'iriﬁﬁ;~
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have turned the tide of tho battle.

Another outstanding, although not typleal examnle of what can
K be ga.ned from aurprisa comes fro- the at.t.aek of the ist. %\ttallon, 6th
‘ Regment, lst. Rmilim Tnf‘e.ntry D!.vision along 'ughmy 62 a.;_r,a:x_nat ."’ornova.,
~I+,a1,/. “ornou Iias 1n a ama.ll valley oponine; into the Po Valley with
mounta ins on oh.her um about 1000 to 150(# faot high.

ﬁlatoo’!’i"of modivm’ tmlca mn attaohod t,o this but.ta.lian for

armor suppm. ‘l‘ho atiack commenoced. on 28 Apri 19&). Am,itanlc. 20mm,
" mortar, mﬂ u-ﬁulm ﬁre held up the a,dvnnco of the tanks and infant.ry
along the rcad and m.gn 'rx'oatly llm.t.ed tho opportunities or- dcp):manf.
of tho tanke. Tha dricé was stopped et utiuno. :

The tuk Jowphny eommander lead another unattached platoon uith-v

“out mf‘antry aupport tnt.o the high ground eouthwost of ‘ornovae ”'hu on'»

ly .'

' o!rclimr movomnt l.ppurﬂntly caught the eneuy oomplstraly unnuare and about
twelve trucks wero d“ﬁqed by fire from the hi@ w.ggoum:h» It wag impou—

ibla to get down inte ;qunm’ from that point. m,onemy bege.n milling

':_about in complete oonﬂpwn mi the ‘Bmka fired 500 roundn of 7Gam end 10.000 o

L - ‘rounde of 30 oa.hber mmmm m.o f.ho pom.um m the valmy before am:. S

"K--

| .. The enemy, thmhmg he m mplctoly oht ofi’, oent mimiu ..
-that night to the tankn to nogotint.o a mre um. Tho emtaaarin wen m
' "‘duoted to the Brezilian couamd Pdat. _ 'rhn mxt. day, 29 April 1945, 15.879
._ onomy troops, including 820 oﬂ'icbn, wit‘n over 4000 horeoa e.nd 1000 umrtd |

:"'vehicloq surrendered to the Branilim forem.. (*3)

. *Ds  After hction Reperts, L60th Tani Bntt.nltiom "Report of Action from

1 April Thru 30 April 19“‘)"'
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One tank of the encircling platoon wes destroyed by an enemy

- bagookme

The surrender of so large a force to so small @ unit is not
typloal; it happened at & time when resistance was beginning to orumble -

all‘over Italy, The enemy commander pro'bably prasped at the first halfe

‘ ay honorable opportunity to ourundet-

Tanks are primarily an offenlivo na.pm and tn tho defense,

their offensive qualitlos ehould be utiliaod %o the utmo b by. holdinp'

'ttnko in reserve to be used es a countoratta.ckinp foroo. ‘The tanvs' nobe

C llit’ onables them to resoh any throatened point. quickly and thev oqx bo

cmployed in mass only when 80 held in reserves

1

llountain terrain may place such limitations on the mobility of

ttm‘c. that it will be impractiocal to use them “or a countorattacking fdro.

dua f.o Ahe lack of emtable routos t.o all pointe on the front of the uup-

portod unit. Their Pirc powor mtw at.lll be ut.uiud 40 preat admtago by

ple.oi.ng tho tanka in uhm& ﬁﬁng poaitione on the infantry ﬂ'ont. Ro~ '

connullhnoo for positiaﬁo lhould hgin as soon as the grcund s enpturcd

i : j'bo gin ufﬂoi.nt timo !o u.nmva,g the u\nkn into position.. Thie oporlﬁm

’”_-‘.'jﬁ.-fuhoum ve - part of o.nd mmimi}sm t‘u infmtry e orgenizstion for

G

{4 %

ﬂus typo of nplment v&ll fall 1nto two cluoificatione. one, .

rtanks outpopted and prot.eetd by infanf.ry to form atrbng pomt.s, and tvo.

tanks usod norely to reinforoee and add volume to the f‘itoa of the infantrys
%rong points are onlwgfvalue w‘mn rlaced in likel’ avenues of approachs

Speed of movement is ono -0f the ohief protective means of’ the

(9)
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Anerioan ﬁnk; but in this type of employment, movquent must be kept‘t,o
& minimum soc special enphesis must be placed on eamohflagm and oonml-’-.'

ments Albernatoe positions nearby should be prepareds The enemy will

‘make ovory attempt tu bring antitank suns to bear on the tanks if they

: -oos.te ':,hem.

The .88!.)1 Division, with a tu.nk battalion l.tmhﬂd. was advanc—
'mm adoily o.nd with preat dif‘f‘icult-y through monntaiaous torra.in oout:h

of‘v,Bologm, Italy in October 1.949. The divis:lon 9 bomldanea lead it

‘tlozig'-tfn route Mt ’-rande, !ﬁohtectldcmo. ‘Mt. Vedriano, then several

miles of dininiahing foothille ani the Po Velley. Oapturing the Po ‘m‘u,-

wuld d“eprlve t.bemny o" a valuable souroe of pupply a8 woll ao oxcoll-‘

' ent routol of 'upply and comunicatiom, therefore it was the objecf.ivo of‘.

t.he ontin 15th Amy Group in Italy. H:nover, to the mountun wcry
-oldier in ;uly. tho fht lend of the Fo Va.lloy peamed like the Promisod .

Laud. ' Evoryono rrm gonaraln to privates oarmtly daaired to grot there -
e "qulcklyo Tho Gemm on t.hc other hand deaind doeporatoly to hold it.

'xha divilim‘l ;ﬁuck on ut. ar-ndc m mdo with very uttlo

: Offoctiw nupport from v.m umm thtn m ﬁ m&s, and the tarmn

m ioo rongp and otoop, and the gm& too aoft ror tanks to nogotiato
| Inittslly one medium oonpnny we e-ployed along an unhnprovod rond
,nn t.he diviaion's right flank, one mam. bompnny plus one pla.toon ﬂ.ﬂd ‘
indirqat firo reinforcing division artillory, and the other meditn mymy
-lus one platoon did praotioally nothinge _

‘The mountain was capturodaand at dewn on 21 October 194#, 'y '

(10)
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mo?imim ta;zk oconpany, less one platoon, (eleven tanks) and a tani reoove.ry
vehicle started up the mountain by a very round=-eiout, previously roco.v.‘;x-
'mitéred route lead by 8 bulldoaé‘i'.' The.mission of t}m tanka wad to tako
positions on the moum.uin to auppom the infantry. 'l‘ha lead tank. belong-
. ‘ing; ‘oo the compam/ oomander rollod into a mvine when the nowly made treil
gavemon the outside edgo. ' ,T'I_ B ' | R
. The t.ankl proceeded on ml mched the orout of‘ & ndge load:.ng
‘Anto Mt. Srande by mid-afternoon. Thore m a cart trail along the top of
. thh ridge'. The inf‘mtry wae dug m on the reverse or aouth slope of ‘bl’ﬂ.l
| ridgo and the cart trail gonaranv mrked the line of outpootss ‘The’ yiaq v ’ SRE
nqui.red the tanks to procesd over this trail to Mte Grande, D B
A heavy rain oomoncod juat as the tnnl:a z-eachad the croat ot!
' -.tho ridge an.d the treul. The lead t.ank elippcd off the tra:.l and xeoame
“utuelc in tho uwd 1000 yards west af nrmto (see n.ccomparin map)e Atbmnph
%o pun u. out with other tanke \m'e unluocout‘ul. The tank mcovex-y mmm

“
e

mx otomml to mnwo tho nompany oommder 8 unk mthou succoss and m )
' M omgm w t.hn mm oould not ollnb the nli.ck moum.amuda. -‘Ifuo ) )

R ‘ V. d ’ +O e i\
_ tho road tt Mm—&nd mm ﬂl 11'.0 rigm. aidcg Aﬁ‘ inﬁpectlon of the trail

.nhmt. no.dn on htnda md Mn, mim.ed mc it m bcoame t.oo na.rrow f'or

}'u t.tmk to mgotute 1n tho dqvught. md oor’..unly too nu'rou t‘br Y fo,,gy nigh‘to

(-‘11)
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Another by-pess was attempted end four more tanks were stuck; two got
throughe ;

Theee two tanke sucocessfully roaéhed the side of :'t. Orende and
backed a short distance up atrail lesding to the tops Visibility im-

) proved at dawn and the plat- on leador with.tha. tvo f.anka -.ttempted to

wve them fifty yar_‘da to a more conmlod'positiom The load.tgnk threw

A tf;ack. hopeleasiy trapping a second tank behind it., Of thefol“even
tenks, none now z;enhined mobilse, | I'

it‘: dawn oena more reine _
Farneto
“even of t.he t'u.nkn ctuck elong the -‘apente ridge t.rau were re-

‘ oovered with the help of en enginaor bulldozer but one beoame mi.rad in the .
mud agns.n on the way to Mt. ~3rande and ocould not be retrieved. Tha rmiﬁiw
ing sir were assembled in the only nvailablo oonooa.led place on t.hc o:ldo of'

" the mountein. ‘ ‘ |

Two of thesé tanks assisted in the oaptui'o ot"_‘Mont{af:Oaldarm_ by |
= firing from the roads They rmiﬂéd ih'positipn Just mrth of Opsa la Oostlln“

. Tho attack on !t. Vedriano bégan nexte - Two t.a.nkn ot as far as

vOo.sa Cola -but, after one ont:lro inf'nntry conpany was loot, a withdnul was

e »orderod by nizht to Case i1 Vezzoha Om tank llipped off tha rotd. beeouing

‘hopplculy stuck, end was deatroyod to prevent oapture. There ua room for
only two tnnks et Casa il Vszolo. 80 the reuaining three were sent bhack. to

‘ M la costaa Tho trail caved. in un.dcr the last tank out s.nd the two tanke
©in ca.ea 11 Vezzola had no means of withdraral. Four tanks were now operatiye,

two nalo_d in at ease %i.Vezsola*snd twosat Case la Cootae |
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Two ni rfhts later ot 18%0 hours an enomy.bat‘bal ion attached Casa 11
Vezgola but ihe attack was repulsed by & company of Ame‘riean infantry sup=
porttd by the two tanks there, 'I‘ho anomy battalion comnander was l:i1led
by one of the tank commenders ae he was tryinr, lpyarer‘ly, to zetl on f.he
tanks Rooket anit-tank weapons were fired at the tanks from a building
tmty feot ewey but none scored hita. It is doubtful if the noeition
' oould have beon held acainot such & luperior foreeé of ‘eneny without the
| fire support of the two gedium tankse ' ..
. The two fanks a.t. Casa la osto. fired on enemy positions around
Monte Calderaro whenever t.hey could be located and when vmi :11ity pore-
| -mitted,
| The action deseribed here illustretes how tanks ocan “e used for
defense under the most v.mfnvorable oonditions of torrain and weathnr.
:M.l dut three of thege tanku,‘rocov"ﬂd by Ordinanoe when _spring camc. -
‘ Thise opeuM.On luiod from 21 October %0 8 Novenber 1944 and it
 was’ mver aoniblﬁ f’or whqtl.} vohioles g reaob the fmnkn. ‘»‘;aeupply s
N ammpnmoa by mule tratne y
' mdio oonmmimiimu :Ln mod unit.a muippﬁ"wgth °CR 505
acm” mzos uaru seriouoly c.fromd hy mmtalm. 1 b, r

v

‘m. rmq:xently pou—
f}’}'iblbeto erammit. ond receive. mcaugn olmly ror t.on wvtwelve mllel bow

L tm twa otntione Lf they are both on high growund wmi uo mterm;gg und
| man: hoiovar. a platoon leader will not bo able to re@ch all of b.u '

f"platoon if thm are hille batmn hin end seme of his tmka. F‘or thia

',roason command tanks and command nosts n‘:ould keep on the hirg gheaf. groum!

poasiblo;
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It‘{s hoped it has been shown hore that armor o:n be used effeo~
‘tively in mountaiﬁaua t;rrain dgapite the great difficulties. ‘e hope the
United statea ﬂrmy will elways be viotorious, thorofbra we muct assume it
will be on the offenaive. The choice o° where to fight gonerally goes to
the dpfending armye High ground and mountaina are the eaciest to defend
‘80 we must prepere to fight é&n thip kind of terrain and we must make tho
Boe;:poesible une of every ;oapon evailable to redﬁcé the.reaiatance

guu'kxy. It i3 essential that we overcome the puumisuo sttitude that

t;nku ere of no use in mountain country.

EL A

()




1.

2.

3o

BI BLIOGRAPHY

Madden, Major Co Jo, "Report of Aetion = M. Belvedere Attaek',

USA=1653.

Devere, Colonel, AOF Cbpomr,' *The Attaok on Albanete House",

‘ U%.m. e C |

After Action Reports, 760th Tsnk Bsttslions *Report of Astion
from 1 April Thru 30 April 1943%,

o
¥,
s
y .
&
W
.
\
e




